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ing absolutism and corruption? No! No! In
some way or other, they are all compelled to
admit that Republican France of to-day stands
upon a higher plane, is working out a better and
a broader civilisation, notwithstanding all the
evils that there, as elsewhere, are the shadows
in a beautiful picture.

To the impertinent question which no intelli-
gent student should ask, "Is France declining?"
Max Nordau answered wisely, "There are in
France certain social groups and classes which
are absolutely declining. But this is fortunate
for the country. France itself is rapidly pro-
gressing, and is at present passing through one
of the most brilliant periods of its history. Mor-
ally and intellectually France stands in the fore-
front among civilised nations. Its science, its
literature, and its art are superior to most of them
and inferior to none. France occupies now a
position to which others will come later. The
only dark point on its horizon might be the de-
crease of births. But here also France is again
a precursor. The same demographic phenom-
ena follow inevitably the advance of civilisation.
And when this is repeated elsewhere, it ceases to
be a source of anxiety. It is simply an expression
of the fact that the reason and foresight of the
nation make themselves evident in a domain